The new banknotes.
Easy to check.






Why issue new banknotes?

Under the Swiss Federal Constitution, only the Confeder-
ation is authorized to issue banknotes. The Confederation
has conferred this exclusive right on the Swiss National
Bank.

Counterfeiters have been around ever since money was first
used. In order to prevent forgery of its banknotes, the
National Bank provides them with special security features.
The rapid development of printing and copying technol-
ogies, however, makes it necessary to update the security
features from time to time and thus to change the notes’
appearance. That is why the Swiss National Bank is issuing
a completely new series of banknotes.

This brochure presents the new notes and describes the
system of new security features. It also explains a few simple
methods for verifying the genuineness of the notes.

The new series is dedicated to six select Swiss personalities
whose contribution to cultural life extends beyond the
borders of Switzerland.

Swiss National Bank



An overview of the
security features

The main security features of the new
banknotes are easy to find and to verify
on all denominations.

The new features are concentrated

on the number indicating the value of the
banknote. They are on the front at the
left-hand side of the note and always in
the same order. The letters Ato H
indicate the new security features. Five of
them, which can be easily recognized
and verified by the public, have been given
their own names and are shown here

in white: the moving number, the magic
number, the coloured number, the
chameleon number and the glittering
number.

The security system is completed by
additional elements such as microtext,
symbol for the visually handicapped,
transparent register, a watermark por-
trait, guilloches, serial number and a
security thread. Together, these make up
the security system of the new bank-
notes.
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The moving number

The magic number

The coloured number

The chameleon number

The glittering number
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The security feature at the centre of the banknote

Feature:



Iriodin® digits:
The magic number

Security feature A shows the
denomination of the banknote
printed in a shimmering, trans-
parent colour. It is especially
easy to see when the light falls
on the feature at a particular
angle.

Hold the banknote like a sheet
of paper you want to read.

If you cannot read the magic
number, tilt the note slowly
towards the light until it ap-
pears.




Watermark digits

Security feature B is a water-
mark in the note paper repro-
ducing the denomination of
the banknote.

Hold the note up to the light.

If you look closely, you will see
the watermark digits beneath
the colour printing.




Security feature C

Feature

Test



Security feature D

Feature:

Test:
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Security feature E
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Security feature F

i
i
L
"
'
e
o
5
o
gl

Feature: Test:

10



Security feature G

Feature:

Test:
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Security feature H

Feature:

Test:
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From the transparent register
to the serial number

On both sides of the note a
cross is printed at exactly the
same spot. The two crosses
are slightly different in size so
that a Swiss cross is visible
between the two silhouettes.

A symbol perceptible to the
touch and different for each
denomination is embossed at
the lower end of the front of
each note to enable the blind
and vision-impaired to rec-
ognize the face value.

A metallic thread is embedded
in the paper and emerges as

a series of silver dashes on the
back of the note. When held
up to the light, the thread ap-
pears as a bold continuous
line.

The fine entwined lines can
change colour from line to line
or within the line itself.

Each note bears a serial num-
ber in two different places and
two different colours. The
serial number is a combination
of letters and digits.

In the top right-hand corner on
the front of the note, a water-
mark portrait can be seen look-
ing in the same direction as
the printed portrait.

On both sides of the note

a short text about the person
portrayed is reproduced in

a print so small that a powerful
magnifying glass is needed

to read it.




The new banknote series at a glance

The new banknote series
consists of six different notes
that will be printed and put
into circulation in progressive
steps between now and 1998.

The first note to be issued is
the 50 franc note. The follow-
ing details are already known
about the other notes: the
personality to whom the note
is to be dedicated, the basic
colour and dimensions and the
time at which the new bank-
note is to be put into circula-
tion.

Basic

Le Corbusier
(1887-1965)

our:

126x 74 tﬁllllmetres

April 1997

Arthur Honegger
(1892-1955)

Basic colour:

red

137 x 74 millimetres
October 1996



¥

Sophie Taeuber-Arp
(1889-1943)

Basic colour:
green

148 x 74 millimetres
October 1995

Alberto Giacometti
(1901-1966)

Basic colour:

blue

159 x 74 millimetres
October 1998

Charles Ferdinand
Ramuz (1878-1947)

Basic colour:
brown

170 x 74 millimetres
October 1997

Jacob Burckhardt
(1818-1897)

Basic colour:
violet

181 x 74 millimetres
April 1998



The design of the new banknotes

Front

30

The work situation

Fiiktlg Franken
Tschuncanta Francs

The portrait

BANCA NAZIUNALA SVIZRA
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All the illustrations on the back of the bank-
notes are closely related to the work of the
person portrayed.

The series from which this
work of Sophie Taeuber-Arp
comes was of seminal im-
portance for an entire school
of art.
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This painted wooden head, an
early example of Sophie
Taeuber-Arp’s work during the
Zurich Dada movement, is

a portrait of her later husband,

Hans Arp.

Sophie Taeuber-Arp’s partici-
pation in the grand master-
piece of the “Café Aubette”
in Strasbourg gave rise to
major early works of geomet-
ric-constructivist art.

This piece, from the last
comprehensive group of works
known as “Lignes”, reflects
Sophie Taeuber-Arp’s early in-
volvement in the art of dance.
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The personality on the 10 franc banknote




The personality on the 20 franc banknote




The personality on the 50 franc banknote




The personality on the 100 franc banknote
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The personality on the 200 franc banknote
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Banknotes are valuable.

Thirty years ago, the value of the cash in circulation was
equivalent to 16 % of all domestic goods and services (gross
domestic product or GDP). Now, it accounts for about

8 % of GDP. Since GDP has, however, grown substantially
in the meantime, far more cash is in circulation now than
thirty years ago.

Cash is still an important means of payment and is likely
to remain so for some time despite the growing popularity
of cashless payment and electronic funds transfer.

Some 250 million banknotes, worth 27-30 billion Swiss
francs, are currently in circulation. The coins in circulation
are worth another 2 billion Swiss francs. Every banknote
returns on average three times every two years to the Swiss
National Bank. Notes in poor condition are removed from
circulation and destroyed. 80 million notes—about a third
of those in circulation—are eliminated in this way every
year.

The physical value of a banknote is only a fraction of its
face value. But the costs incurred by issuing and replacing
banknotes—60 million Swiss francs a year-are no trifle.
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